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The Waiting Period (‘Iddah) of Women Without

a Uterus

Mostafa Haji Vali’i

Various reasons lead physicians to perform hysterectomy (removal of
the uterus) in women. The necessity or non-necessity of observing
the idda (waiting period after divorce or death of husband) for such i
women is among the issues this has posed for Islamic jurisprudence. i
In this paper, after examining the meaning and types of idda, the
situation of these women regarding the observance ofiddais discussed. i
Review of the evidence for the idda of widowhood indicates that
there is no exception in this regard; hence, even women without a
uterus are obliged to observe this type of idda. Regarding the idda
of divorce, based on the two principles of istishab (presumption of i
continuity) and bara’a (presumption of innocence/exemption), the
necessity of observing idda does not apply. According to primary
jurisprudential rules, based on verse 228 of Surah al-Baqarah, verse 1
of Surah al-Talaq, and three narrations, every divorced woman must
observe idda. Finally, after analyzing three narrations and assessing
their applicability, it was found that applying this evidentiary basis i
to women without a uterus is subject to doubt. Ultimately, based i
on primary jurisprudential rules on idda, the necessity for women
without a uterus to observe the waiting period is established.
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1. Hysterectomy

http://niloulab.com/patients/hysterectomy ;| |& « /http://soge.org <., .Y
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