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Analysis of the Role of Wad" Reality
(Linguistic Convention) in Text Interpretation
and Inference Methods

Mohammad Hossein Katouzian'

The discussion of Wad' (linguistic convention) is among the most
important topics in interpreting texts and the science of Usil
al-Figh (Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence). In this writing,
by addressing the main question—"How is the role of the
reality of Wad' analyzed in interpreting texts and the method of
inference?”—an effort has been made to answer this question and, :
in a results-oriented manner, demonstrate that the “reality of Wad™”
is a significant and decisive matter in interpreting texts and deriving i
inferences. Ultimately, using a descriptive-analytical approach and
library resources, it was concluded that the accepted theory is the
“theory of I'tibar bi-Indimam Bina’ Ahl al-Lisan” (validation based
on the incorporation of the construction of language users), which, on
the one hand, causes the transformation of mutlagat (absolute terms)
into mujmalat (ambiguous terms) in the realm of inference, and on
the other hand, broadens the scope of evidence (adilla), allowing new
instances to fall under its purview without the need to address issues
of absolute application (itlaq) and its related constraints. ;

Keywords
Reality of Wad', Theory of I'tibar (Validation), Theory
of Ta'ahhud (Commitment), Theory of Qarn al-Akid
(Unequivocal Indication), Theory of Arwah al-Ma‘anit
(Underlying Meanings)

1. Third-level seminary student.
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