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A Critique of «The Divisions of Wad' (linguistic
convention) in the Principles of Islamic
Jurisprudence (Usul al-Figh) " with an Analysis

of its Foundational Principles
Abdolhossein Toodeh Fallah'

A significant portion of contemporary principles of Islamic jurisprudence
(ustl al-figh) is devoted to discussions on linguistic expressions. i
Within this framework, legal theorists (usiilis) have defined “wad
(linguistic convention)) and categorized it into four types: “general
wad® —general meaning,” “general wad® —specific meaning,”
“specific wad‘ —specific meaning,” and “specific wad* —general i
meaning.” In another classification, they have restricted it to two
types: “generic wad® “ (wad' nawT) and “individual wad"” (wad"
shakhst). The present study demonstrates that “wad‘” is, in reality, i
nothing but a “notional unity between a word and its meaning” and
fundamentally admits no divisions or classifications. Accordingly,
both aforementioned categorizations lack basis in reality, are !
fundamentally erroneous, and stem from flawed intellectual :
foundations that later legal theorists have adopted across most :
discussions on linguistic expressions. No trace of such classifications
can be found in linguistic sciences—such as morphology (sarf), '
syntax (nahw), semantics (ma‘ani), rhetoric (bayan), and logic
(mantiq)—nor in the principles of jurisprudence as developed by i
classical scholars. Influential works such as Al-Dhari ‘ah ila Usiil al-
Shari ‘ah by Sayyid Murtada ‘Alam al-Huda and A/- ‘Uddah fi Usiil
al-Figh by Shaykh Tusl are also devoid of these classifications.

Keywords
Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence (‘Ilm Usil al-Figh),
Wad"® (linguistic convention), Classifications of Wad",
Word, Concept, Meaning, Signification.
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