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Other Religions and Schools of Thought, Based on
the Tradition “al-Islam ya'la wa la yu'la "alayh”
Amir Hossein Mansouri'

Mohammad Hossein Kavousi?

This article is formed around the central question: How can the origin
of Islam’s superiority over other religions and schools of thought i
be analyzed? Answering this question is significant insofar as it
enables the identification of the true and authentic religion-which is i
singular-and aids in freeing people from confusion amid the diversity !
of religions and intellectual traditions. Employing a descriptive—
analytical method, this study examines the reasons for Islam’s i
superiority over other religions, as well as the various dimensions in !
which alternative religious traditions exhibit deficiencies, grounding
the discussion in the Prophetic report, “al-Islam ya‘la wa la yu'la i
‘alayh.” The findings indicate that Islam, through a process of doctrinal
and historical culmination, has attained its perfected form in the pure
Islam taught by the Prophet (may God’s blessings be upon him and
his family), which stands as the most complete and authoritative of
all. The study further concludes that earlier divine religions, each
within its own era, represented legitimate and followable expressions i
of divine guidance; however, with the advent of the final religion, !
the earlier traditions became superseded and rendered insufficient.
The principal ground of Islam’s superiority is the existence of a |
perpetual safeguard against deviation in both doctrinal and practical
dimensions-namely, the institution of Imamate after the Prophet. It
is this distinctive feature that has continually preserved pure Islam
from deviation and will continue to do so. '

Keywords
Pure Islam; Superiority of Islam; Belief, Imamate;
Practice; al-Islam ya‘'lu wa 1a yu'la ‘alayh.
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