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An Analysis and Critique of the Scope of
Jurisprudence and Religion from the Perspective

of Abdolkarim Soroush
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Amir Hossein Mansouri?

Abdolkarim Soroush, in his theory of “Minimal Religion,” presents jurisprudence
as a system that is limited, low-capacity, and obligation-oriented, lacking
the ability to expand, produce a comprehensive legal framework, or
govern all aspects of individual and social life. He emphasizes the intrinsic
limitations of jurisprudence, its separation from ethics and spirituality, its
incapacity to respond to social developments, religion’s tendency toward
textual rigidity, the need for jurisprudence to be linked with theology and
anthropology, and its historical retreat in the face of customary and social
reforms. This study, employing an analytical-critical approach, reconstructs
the logical reasoning in Soroush’s arguments and evaluates them based on i
Qur’anic, hadithic, and juristic sources. The findings indicate that, contrary
to Soroush’s view, both historical and contemporary Islamic jurisprudence
extend beyond individual acts of worship. In areas such as transactions, |
personal status, criminal law, and social norms, jurisprudence possesses
both theoretical and practical capacity to regulate social systems and address
emerging needs. The conceptual link between jurisprudence and ethics in
Islamic sources, the flexibility of ijtihad in responding to social change, and
the role of reason and custom as structural elements in the process of legal
derivation all reinforce the efficacy of jurisprudence.

Moreover, a critical examination of the chains of narration and interpretive
methods of the hadiths cited by Soroush shows that his understanding of i
the verse “La tas’alil ‘an ashiya’ ...” as a limitation on the scope of Sharia
is unsupported by authentic sources and is incompatible with valid Imam1
reports. The verse prohibits futile or harmful questions, not the restriction of
the Sharia’s domain. Accordingly, the theory of “Minimal Religion,” in its
reduction of the role of jurisprudence and religion, conflicts with historical,
textual, and rational evidence. '
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