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“Present Salvation” and “Future Salvation”
in the Writings of Paul the Apostle:

A Case Study with Reference to the Philosophy
of Time and the Human—God Relationship

Ali Moradi!

The relationship between the human being and God occupies a central
place in Christian theology, particularly in the writings of Paul the
Apostle. In his epistles, Paul employs two distinct conceptions of time
which, based on their usage, may be distinguished as “human time”
(Xpovog) and “divine time” (Kopdg). This article aims to examine i
these two temporal concepts and to analyze their implications for the
relationship between humanity and God. In Pauline thought, divine
time not only shapes the course of history and human salvation, but i
also plays a fundamental role in the understanding of the salvific
process itself. On the basis of this temporal distinction, Paul
articulates the notions of “present salvation” and “future salvation,” i
according to which the believer is already participating in salvation
while simultaneously awaiting its full realization in the future.
The findings of this study demonstrate that Paul’s differentiation i
between divine and human time—particularly from a soteriological
perspective—offers a distinctive vision of the human—God
relationship. This vision profoundly influences both the individual i
and communal understanding of history and the believer’s place i
within it. Ultimately, the article concludes that Paul’s conception of
time provides a significant framework for rethinking the process of i
salvation and the presence of God in history. '

Keywords
Paul the Apostle; human time (Xpovog); divine time
(Ka1poc); present salvation; future salvation
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